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play, and the glamour of the famous steamboats which
had so fascinated his childish mind. The Adventures of
Tom Sawyer appeared in 1876 and was an instant suc-
cess. All America., soon all the English-speaking world,
and presently all civilised nations were chuckling over
the exploits and escapades of the hero and his friends,
or reading excitedly of the dangers through which they
passed. It is a grand book, and it confirmed Mark
Twain's reputation as a writer, while the vivid descrip-
tions of American life and scenery won for him a special
place in the affections of his countrymen.

For the next seventeen years Mark Twain maintained
his triumphant position with hardly a rival. He made
great sums of money, and might have been a rich man
had he been more cautious in his investments and less
open-handed. In 1878 he and his family set out on a
tour of Europe during which they visited Germany,
Italy, France and England, and they did not return to
America until September, 1879. It was during this trip
that Mark Twain and a friend, Joe Twitchell, set off
on a walking tour through Switzerland and Germany,
and the fun and incidents of the tour, the people they
met, and the mishaps which befell them supplied Mark
with the material for that amusing and delightful book,
A Tramp Abroad (1880), which won immense popularity
and still brings a chuckle to the reader's lips. In the same
year he published The Prince and Pauper, in which he
tells the story of a common child who changes places
with the son of a king. In this book the scene is laid in
sixteenth-century England, and Mark Twain shows up
the difference between the lives of the rich and the poor,